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1/ Possible trade errors in reporting or recording exports of corn and grain 
sorghum seed may have distorted any totals and unit price averages that 


include those seeds. 
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Exports Total $71.9 Million 


U.S. exports of seeds for planting totaled $71.9 million for July- 
November 1981, 23 percent below last year but 4 percent above 1979. 
Vegetable seeds made up almost half, 44 percent, of total exports and 
were 6 percent above the same period in 1980. Forage and turf seed ex- 
ports continued to move slowly, totaling $19.2 million, 24 percent below 
a year earlier. As is usual for this period of the year, corm, grain 
sorghum and soybean exports are at a low level, $5.8, $4.0 and $1.7 million, 
respectively. 

Total shipments to the European Community continued slow, totaling 
$16.5 million, 32 percent below last year. Forage seed shipments continue 
to make up a large portion of the decline. Vegetable seed movement has in- 
creased, totaling $9.2 million, 2 percent above a year earlier. 

Mexico continues as the largest market for U.S. seeds during this 
period. Shipments valued at $14.6 million or 20 percent of total exports 
were destined for Mexico. Alfalfa and vegetable seeds continued to make up 
over three-quarters of seed shipments to Mexico. Movement of U.S. seeds to 
South American markets was slow, 43 percent below a year earlier. 

Shipments to Japan totaled $8.1 million, 16 percent below last year 
but maintained Japan's positions as the no. two market. Seed destined for 


Australia totaled $3.4 million, an increase of 25 percent over a year earlier. 
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